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Saxony, 1681: Fifteen-year-old Anna Voigt stands accused of murdering her newborn
baby. In an era where countless women have met their end at the hands of the
executioner for similar crimes, the authorities are eager for a conviction. However,
Anna's case diverges from the norm. The physician assigned to assess the infant
introduces a groundbreaking scientific procedure, the lung float test, in hopes of
determining whether the child was stillborn - just as Anna insists. Will this test be the
key to Anna's salvation?

In Renberg’s captivating novel, readers are immersed in the tale from the
perspectives of a diverse cast of characters: from the attorney who champions Anna's
defense, to the cook who discovers the lifeless infant, to the executioner who subjects
Anna to torment, and, of course, Anna herself. The Lung Float Test is a riveting
narrative that showcases the tension between archaic beliefs and burgeoning
enlightenment, all set against the rich, dramatic backdrop of the baroque era. The
case on which the story is based is real and is considered the beginning of forensic
medicine.

Nominated for the 2023 Norwegian Booksellers' Prize and the 2023 Listeners’ Prize

“An outstanding historical novel (...)
The result is impressive, not to
mention overwhelming”

Stavanger Aftenblad, 6/6 stars

“A macabre literary feast (...) let
yourself be carried away”

VG, 6/6 stars

“A brilliant novel about the final
convulsions of the Inquisition. (...)
Rich, lavish, generous”

Adresseavisen, 6/6 stars

"a triumph of a book (...) a page-
turner about crime and punishment
(...) an exhilarating literary feast"

Dagbladet, 6/6 stars
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Tore Renberg (b. 1972) is one of Norway's most
beloved, versatile and critically acclaimed
authors and the winner of numerous literary
awards. He made his debut in 1995 with the
short story collection Sleeping Tangle and has
since written several bestselling, highly praised
novels, as well as children's books.
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Danish (Gutkind), Dutch (De Bezige Bij/Oevers),
German (btb), Italian (Fazi Editore), Serbian
(Albatros Plus)
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Interview

Read our interview with the author here
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